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11 noted any such change to the Immigration Instructions could come into effect for 

passengers boarding planes to New Zealand from 2359 hours on Thursday, 19 March 2020 

if a decision is made by 1700 hours on Thursday, 19 March 2020 (all times in NZDT); 

12 agreed that decisions in paragraphs 6–10 will expire at 2359 hours on Tuesday, 31 March 

2020; 

13 invited the Minister of Immigration to give effect to the decisions in paragraphs 6–12 (and 

paragraph 15 if required) through certifying Immigration Instructions; 

14 noted that these restrictions could impact the New Zealand horticulture and viticulture 

industries who source workers under the Recognised Seasonal Employer Scheme, however 

Vanuatu has already temporarily closed this for Vanuatu itself; 

15 agreed that those subject to Category 1A border restrictions, but who are eligible to travel to 

Australia as their final destination, are able to transit via New Zealand as long as that transit 

remains airside and does not allow entry into New Zealand. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Webster 

Secretary of the Cabinet 

 

Secretary’s note: This minute has been updated to include the additional decision in paragraph 15 

which was agreed by Cabinet by email subsequent to the meeting. 
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