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Key Factors to Inform the Escalation of Response 
 
 First case of 2019-nCoV in New Zealand 
 Hospital transmission in New Zealand 
 Community transmission in New Zealand 
 
• Ease of transmission and severity 

- At this stage, the virus is not considered to be easily transmissible. Transmission is often defined by the basic reproductive ratio (R0), which is the number of cases that one case generates on average during the course of its 
infectious period. 2019-nCoV has an estimated R0 of 1.4-2.5, based on current evidence. For reference, the R0 of pandemic influenza is 2-3, and the R0 of measles is 12-18. Of the confirmed cases of 2019-nCoV, approximately 
20% are reported to be severe. The current fatality is 2-3%.  

• Vaccine availability 
- At present no vaccine exists for this novel virus 

• Efficacy of treatment 
- At present there is no specific antiviral treatment available for this virus. Patients are managed according to their symptoms. 

• Global response 
- Consideration for enhanced border measures within New Zealand will be undertaken if recommended by the WHO and/or if there are changes to responses by other countries (particularly Australia).  
-  If exit screening is requested by other countries, consideration will be made to implementing the requests 

• Suspected cases in New Zealand will be managed according to the Ministry’s advice to health practitioners 
- If a case is confirmed in New Zealand, further consideration will be given to public information management as well as enhanced surveillance, case management, and prevention of secondary transmission. This would also 

require the National Focal Point to notify the case to WHO. 
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