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e. Partners and dependants of temporary work or student visa holders who normally
live in New Zealand where the temporary work or student visa holder is currently in
New Zealand.

Transit passengers 

8. Currently, transit passengers can travel to New Zealand for the purposes of transiting
through to another country provided they stay for no more than 24 hours in the transit area of
an airport. Transit passengers are required to have a transit visa or transit visa waiver status
may not apply for a visa of any class or type or entry permission while in New Zealand.

9. As transit passengers do not apply for entry permission they are currently not covered by the
border entry instructions refusing entry permission to New Zealand. In order to prevent transit
visa holders and those to whom a transit visa waiver applies from coming to New Zealand
(as per the new measures agreed by Ministers with Power to Act), the following actions are
proposed:

Transit-visa waiver 

10. It is proposed that you issue a special direction to suspend the waiver of the requirement to
hold a transit visa for travel to New Zealand as specified in regulation 16 of the Immigration
(Visa, Entry Permission, and Related Matters) Regulations 2010 under section 86(4)(b) of
the Act. A special direction for your agreement is attached at Appendix 3.

11. A special direction under this section cannot be renewed  As t cannot be renewed it is
proposed that the special direction be valid for the maximum length permitted under the Act,
which is three months. This would mean the spe ial direction would expire on 19 June 2020.
If required the special direction can be revoked earlier.

Transit visa applications 

12. It is proposed that you certify immigration instructions which restrict the basis on which a
transit visa will be granted to humanitarian reasons (as the other agreed exceptions for travel
to New Zealand are particular to travellers who are seeking to enter New Zealand). A transit
visa might otherwise be granted, as an absolute discretion decision under section 87 of the
Immigration Act 2009.

Those who currently hold a transit visa 

13. Any travellers who currently hold a transit visa for New Zealand who attempt to travel to New
Zealand while he temporary border measures are in place may be denied boarding under
section 97 of the Immigration Act 2009.

Agreement with Australia 

14. An agreement has also been made between the New Zealand Government and the
Australian Government to facilitate the transit of those people who are entitled to travel and
enter into each country (i.e. those who are not subject to the border measures in each
respective country). For New Zealand, this means enabling the transit to Australia of:

a. Australian citizens

b. Australian permanent residents

c. immediate family members of Australian citizens and permanent residents including
spouses, minor dependants and legal guardians.
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