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Key Messages 
 
1. On 19 March 2020, Cabinet agreed to border restrictions preventing all entry 

into New Zealand with specific exceptions. Exceptions include essential workers 
as agreed, on a case-by-case basis, by the COVID-19 Ministerial Group. 
 

2. On 21 April, Cabinet agreed to delegate decision making on exemptions to 
border restrictions for essential workers to the Minister for Economic 
Development and the relevant portfolio Minister, while requests for exemptions 
for classes of workers continue to be considered by the COVID-19 Ministerial 
Group. 
 

3. The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) has received a request to enable three 
workers in the scampi fishery to enter New Zealand to crew the fishing vessel 

, operated by 
 

4. The is a New Zealand-owned, New Zealand-flagged vessel, specifically 
set up for scampi fishing and on-board processing, packing, and freezing.  
 

5. The three crew members are highly skilled and hold the appropriate 
qualifications, and are not able to be replaced by others who are already in New 
Zealand.  

 
6. This request for an exemption is supported by MPI and the Ministry of Business, 

Innovation, and Employment (MBIE) as the workers possess unique technical 
expertise which is deemed to be critical to delivering an essential service.  

 
7. If the were to cease to operate, its four New Zealand-based crew, as 

well as its Australia-based crew, would lose their jobs. This could also 
jeopardise supply into export markets, threatening to undo work that has taken 
place to establish a boutique market niche.  

 
8. The current Health Act Order requiring all air arrivals to go into managed 

isolation at a government-run facility includes an exemption for maritime crew 
members immediately transferring to a vessel, provided they have an 
acceptable alternative plan for self-isolation.  
 

9. as provided MPI and MBIE with a detailed plan for these workers 
to self-isolate on the , which is consistent with Ministry of Health (MoH) 
guidance on acceptable self-isolation plans.  
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Next steps 
 
33. If the requests are approved, in accordance with Immigration Instructions, H5: 

COVID-19 Support Restricted Temporary Entry Instructions, the workers will be 
invited to apply for supported temporary visas or variations of conditions as 
essential workers.
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  Appendix One 

Appendix One: List of Essential Workers  
 

Full name:    
Position:   Master 
Passport Number:    
Nationality:   Australian 
Date of birth:  
 

Full name:    
Position:   Chief Mate 
Passport Number:   
Nationality:   Australian 
Date of birth:  
 

Full name:    
Position:   Chief Engineer 
Passport Number:   
Nationality:   Australian 
Date of birth:  
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