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Immigration (COVID-19) Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction

Portfolio Immigration

On 29 April 2020, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee, havingsbeen authorised by
Cabinet to have Power to Act [CAB-20-MIN-0183]:

1 noted that the Immigration (COVID-19 Response) Amehdment/Bil’ amends the
Immigration Act 2009 to enable the government to better respon@to the COVID-19
emergency situation;

2 agreed to amend the decision of the group of Mini(ters with Power to Act on COVID-19
matters to enable the Minister of Immigration, ufider the policy framework to be agreed by
Cabinet, to extend the expiry dates of visag for classes of temporary entry class visa holders
only, to cover the expiry dates of canditions,for holders of resident class visas that have
conditions;

3 noted that the Minister of Immigratiomplans to undertake targeted consultation on the
policy intent of the Bill with a'smallsitimber of key stakeholders prior to the introduction of
the Bill, focusing on safeghiandsiand workability;

4 approved for introduction the Immigration (COVID-19 Response) Amendment Bill
[PCO 22892/8.0],( ubjeet to the final approval of the government caucuses and sufficient
support in the Hyuseof Representatives;

5 authorisedithe Minister of Immigration to approve further changes to the Bill consistent
with the policy intent, prior to introduction;

6 agreedythat the Bill be introduced on 5 May 2020;
7 agreed that the government propose that the Bill be:
7.1 referred to the Epidemic Response Committee for consideration; and

7.2 enacted by mid-May 2020, if possible.

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary

Present: (see over)
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